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Chairperson Annual General Report 

2023-2024 

 

 

Since its inception in November 2022 and Incorporation as a Not-for-Profit Organisation a month later 
in December 2022, SA Native Animal Rescue (SANAR) has been growing from strength to strength.  

Our founding Committee Members have worked tirelessly to address the many tasks to get SANAR up 
and running and has achieved many important objectives, e.g: Designing our Organization’s Logo for 
our stationery and clothing; designing and implementing our Website, Facebook pages and 
Messenger platforms; Applying for Grants and fundraising. Whilst at the same time training new 
members and rescuing and caring for injured and orphaned wildlife. We have received almost 2,000 
calls for help or advice through our hotline and taken into care around more than 1,500 animals and 
birds. 

Many members of the public chose to use our Messenger page, whilst some carers received calls 
directly, mainly from vets, in their local area.  

During the year we have been able to assist other organizations such as RSPCA, SOWFI and WWO, to 
name a few and we are now a member of Wildlife United SA (WUSA). We were successful in receiving 
a grant from WIRES for food for Wildlife, as well as a grant from the Australian Wildlife Society towards 
equipment and food. As part of the SA Environment Awards, we were very lucky to be nominated for 
the Jill Hudson Award and were one of four finalists.  

With the help of our members, we have held 2 successful Bunnings Sausage Sizzles, with more 
booked for later this year. The money raised from these events helps to pay for SANAR’s day to day 
expenses as well as food for the animals and birds in our care. 

I am very proud of what SANAR has been able to achieve in such a short period of time. But none of 
this would have been possible without our dedicated members to whom I send a big thank you. These 
have grown from our initial very small group of carers, to now almost 80 members, most of whom are 
experienced carers. Nor could we continue without the expertise of our local vets, with a special 
mention to the Adelaide Koala and Wildlife Centre, Southern Vet Group (Morphett Vale, Marion and 
Plympton), Dr Brett of South Coast Animal Hospital as well as Para Hills Vets in the northern area.  

A special thank you to all our kind donors, with special mention to Scott Piper of Adelaide Business 
Bureaux who provides all our printing needs; Australian Firefighters Calendar which has donated 
Calendars for our fundraising efforts; as well as donations received through our website from our 
members and members of the public. All the above enables us to provide our carers with continuous 
support for the benefit of our precious wildlife.  

Thank you 

Nuria Solsona  

Chairperson 



Secretary Annual General Report 

2023-2024 

 

 

SANAR has now been going for 18mths. We began with an idea, and with the various talents of our 
founding Committee members, have become a well-established wildlife organization. 

Our members are the backbone of achieving a great organization, supporting us and helping us to 
grow.  

It has been a learning experience for us, from writing our Constitution, Policies and Procedures, 
Membership forms and now organising our Inaugural Annual General Meeting.  

During these past 18mths, our committee has worked together to ensure that we can provide for our 
members, at no cost, animal food supply, equipment through fundraising such as our Bunnings 
Sausage Sizzle and applying for various Grants. We have donations from sources such as ARC, 
Woolworths where we can access fruit and vegetables, Drakes through their myDrakes App. 

I’d like to acknowledge everyone on the founding Committee for their commitment and passion in our 
start up process. We have a fantastic website, all designed by some of our computer savvy committee 
members, a friendly and accessible public facebook page, where people can contact us for advice or 
rescue for animals. Our carers and volunteers facebook page have some great stories and outcomes 
for our members to read and share their advice.Our constitution, and policies and procedures were a 
combined effort by all our committee, as well as our membership form. Again, we have such great 
“administration minded” committee members who were able to understand and work through the 
paperwork minefield. Our Newsletter is a great form of communication and full of information. 

We now have SANAR shirts and tops thanks to our Sales officer and they look fantastic.  

We have SANAR business cards, fridge magnets and stickers to hand out on rescues. They are popular 
and the feedback from the public has been greatly appreciated. Our business cards are printed, at no 
cost, by Scott Piper, Adelaide Business Bureaux. 

The Species Liaison Officers work tirelessly to train, mentor and find carers for the animals that come 
in. They train one on one and are always available for help, advice or a chat. 

SANAR has been able to assist and work with and alongside many other organisations such as 
RSPCA, SOWFI and WWO. It is great when we all work towards the same goal of providing care and 
rehabilitation to displaced animals. 

One of our defining moments was applying for a grant through SA Environment Awards. We applied for 
the 2024 Jill Hudson Award for Environmental Protection. SANAR was one of the Finalists in this 
category.  

A special thank you to all the vet practices that we liaise with such as Adelaide Koala and Wildlife 
Centre, Southern Vet group, AAERC Adelaide Emergency and Referral Centre (Kurralta Park Vet) and 
many other local veterinary practitioners. 

Thankyou 
Charlotte Faulhaber 
Secretary 



Membership Annual General Report 

2023-2024 

 

 

It’s that time of year when DEW WILDLIFE PERMITS are renewed, please email 
membership with your new DEW PERMIT. 

If you do not have a DEW permit and are interested in getting one, please contact your 
Species Liaison Officer, they will go through what the process is. SANAR is here to help 
and support their carers.  

If you wish to look at DEW Permits, their website has the full information 
www.environment.sa.gov.au and search Licences and Permits 

 

Membership can provide their members with free DHS SCREENINGS. 

 

Just email membership to start the process. Membership will initiate the application by 
contacting DHS, you will then get an email from DHS for proof of identity. All of this can 
be done online. Once the check is done DHS will email you your clearances.  

Contact: membership@sanar.org.au 

Once your Dew Permit No and DHS Screening is sighted and recorded by membership 
the emails are deleted. Confidentiality is taken very seriously.  

 

Membership would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
members of SANAR for their support and enthusiasm over the last 

year. It has truly been a pleasure to watch Sanar grow and thrive 
with the help of their members. 

 

http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/


Social Media Annual General Report 

2023-2024 

 

 

Since going live on facebook in May of 2023 we have built up to 914 followers but are 
reaching an estimated 19-22 million people. 
 
It is because of this exposure that we have been able to reach people who are finding 
animals that are needing help.  
 
Although most the people come to us for help reach out through the phone hotline, we 
have had 173 messages come through Facebook messenger, the majority of which 
have been requests for help with animals. 
 
Some people have also contacted us through facebook with offers of support or 
donations.  
 
Our posts on facebook have been popular, the most 
popular being on the 7th of September 2023 with a post 
about the baby magpies had coming into care. 
 
We have also been able to use the platform to educate 
the public about heatstroke in birds and how to 
recognise which baby birds need help and intervention 
both of these posts reached over 7000 people and up 
to nearly 13000 people saw the post about heatstroke 
prevention 
 
 







Specie TOTAL Specie TOTAL Specie TOTAL

TOTAL 1592 Bird Crimson Rosella 8 Bird Noisy Miner 25

OTHER 17 Bird Cuckoo 1 Bird Pardalote 8

Antechinus 12 Bird Currawong 1 Bird Pigeon 4

Kangaroo Euro 2 Bird Eastern Rosella 7 Bird Purple Crowned Lorikeet 3

Koala 3 Bird Elegant Parrot 1 Bird Quail 6

POSSUM 167 Bird
European
GoldFinch 7 Bird Quaker 1

Possum Brushtail 92 Bird European Starling 4 Bird Rainbow Lorikeet 174

Possum Ringtail 75 Bird Galah 65 Bird Raven 21

DUCK 454 Bird Goldfinch 5 Bird Red-Rumped Parrot 1

Duck
Pacific Black
Duck 321 Bird

Green Cheek
Conure 1 Bird Red Browed Finch 4

Duck Wood Duck 130 Bird Harlequin Finch 2 Bird Red Wattle Bird 4

Duck Domestic 3 Bird Honey-Eater 1 Bird Rosella 40

BIRD 954 Bird Indian Ringneck 3 Bird Scarlet Chested Parrot 1

Bird Adelaide Rosella 28 Bird Kakariki 2 Bird Silvereye 4

Bird Australian Magpie 185 Bird Kookaburra 1 Bird Singing Honeyeater 1

Bird Barn Owl 2 Bird Lace Dove 2 Bird Small Wattle Bird 2

Bird Blackbird 9 Bird
Little Black
Cormorant 1 Bird Sparrow 13

Bird
Black Faced
Cuckoo 1 Bird Little Corella 10 Bird Spotted Turtle Dove 20

Bird Black Swan 1 Bird Little Raven 5 Bird Striated Pardalote 3

Bird
Blue Red Rump
Parrot 1 Bird Lorikeet 1 Bird Sulphur Crested Cockatoo 20

Bird Boobook Owl 1 Bird Lovebird 1 Bird Superb Fairy Wrens 3

Bird Bronzewing 1 Bird Magpie Lark 28 Bird Swallow 39

Bird Budgie 9 Bird Masked Lapwing 1 Bird Tawny Frogmouth 6

Bird Canary 5 Bird Musk Lorikeet 15 Bird Wattlebird 30

Bird Cinnamon Conure 1 Bird
Nankeen Night
Heron 1 Bird Welcome Swallow 17

Bird Cockatiels 8 Bird Native Quail 2 Bird White Faced Heron 1

Bird Crested Pigeon 28 Bird
New Holland
Honeyeater 29 Bird White Plumed Honeyeater 1

Bird Zebra Finch 4



Rescues per Council Area







Council Specie Suburb # Council Specie Suburb # Council Specie Suburb #

Adelaide

Bird Adelaide 1

Holdfast
Bay

Bird Glenelg 1

Mitcham

Bird Blackwood 2

Possum Adelaide 5 Possum
Glenelg
North 2 Duck Glenalta 1

Possum Victoria Park 1 Possum Brighton 3 Possum Blackwood 11

Possum
North
Adelaide 1 Possum

Seacliff
Park 1 Possum

Colonel Light
Gardens 1

Possum
Adelaide
Park 2 Possum

Kingston
Park 2 Possum Glenalta 1

Adelaide
Hills

Possum Woodside 1

Marion

Bird
Mitchell
Park 1 Possum Craigburn Farm 1

Possum Aldgate 1 Bird
Clovelly
Park 1 Possum Bedford Park 1

Alexandrina

Bird Kuipto 1 Bird
Edwardst
own 3 Possum Belair 3

Bird Strathalbyn 1 Bird Marion 1 Possum Pasadena 2

Possum Hope Forest 1 Bird
Oaklands
Park 1 Possum Springfield 1

Possum Ashbourne 3 Bird
Sheidow
Park 1 Possum Torrens Park 4

Burnside

Bird Burnside 9 Duck
Clovelly
Park 3

Mount
Barker

Bird Meadows 1

Possum Beaumont 3 Other Trott Park 1 Bird Mt barker 4

Possum Burnside 1 Possum Marion 1 Possum Littlehampton 1

Possum
Kensington
Park 2 Possum

Glengowr
ie 1 Possum Callington 2

Campbelltow
n Possum

Campbellto
wn 1 Possum

Clovelly
Park 1 Possum Harrogate 2

Charles Sturt

Possum
West
Hindmarsh 1 Possum

Darlingto
n 4 Possum Mt Barker 6

Possum Woodville 1 Possum
Hallett
Cove 1

Norwood
Payneham

& St
Peters

Bird Maylands 1

Possum Woodstock 1 Possum
Parkholm
e 2 Bird Norwood 2

Possum
Hindmarsh
Island 2 Possum

South
Plympto
m 1 Possum Trinity Gardens 1

Clare And
Gilbert
Valley Possum Clare 1 Possum

Morphett
ville 1

Flinders
Range Bird Flinders 1 Possum Glandore 1



Council Specie Suburb # Council Specie Suburb #

Onkaparinga

Bird Maslin Beach 2 Port Augusta Other Port Augusta 2

Bird McLaren Flat 4 Stirling Other Stirling 1

Bird Aldinga 3
Tea Tree
Gully Possum Wynn Vale 1

Bird Aldinga Beach 1

Unley

Possum Millswood 1

Bird Christie's Beach 4 Possum Hyde Park 1

Bird Morphett Vale 2 Possum Black Forest 2

Bird McLaren Vale 8
Victor Harbor

City Possum Victor Harbor 1

Bird Port Willunga 1

West Torrens

Bird Kurralta Park 1

Bird
Seaford
Meadows 1 Possum Underdale 2

Bird Sellicks Beach 1 Possum Hilton 1

Bird Tatachilla 1

Yankalilla

Bird Yankalilla 6

Bird Willunga 4 Possum Inman Valley 1

Duck McLaren Vale 1

Other Flagstaff Hill 1

Other Kangarilla 1

Other McLaren Vale 10

Other Willunga South 7

Possum Aberfoyle Park 2

Possum Aldinga Beach 1

Possum McLaren Flat 2

Possum Blewitt Springs 1

Possum Noarlunga Downs 2

Possum Willunga 5

Possum McLaren Vale 1

Possum Woodcroft 5

Possum Hackham West 1

Possum Morphett Vale 3

Possum Happy Valley 4

Possum Flagstaff Hill 4

Possum Noarlunga 2

Possum Cherry Gardens 2

Possum Christie's Beach 1



Possum Team 

 

Over the past 12 months, we have rescued, 
cared for, and rehabilitated 200 adult, 
juvenile and joey possums. This is an 
impressive number, especially considering 
our small team of experienced carers and 
our ongoing efforts to train new members. 

 

Reuniting Joeys – We have had some success in reuniting joeys with their mothers. 
We strongly recommend not attempting this without guidance from an experienced 
possum carer, as there are many important factors to consider. Although it is a time-
consuming process, the long-term outcome is much better for both the joey and the 
mother. 

 

 

Incubators – We are actively applying for grants 
to purchase incubators for our advanced 
carers. Recently, with a grant from the 
Australian Wildlife Society, we were able to 
purchase teats, syringes, heat mats, two cages 
and two incubators. We are also seeking 
additional funding to acquire larger incubators 
for injured and sick adults, juveniles and joeys. 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU FOR ALL OUR CARERS, RESCUERS AND 
TRANSPORTERS. IF IT WASN’T FOR YOU, WE COULD NOT 

HAVE A POSSUM TEAM. 

 



   Bird Team 
 
Birds are one of the biggest species that we get coming into care with SANAR. We have had new 
families that joined to take on ducklings during breeding season, many of which had younger kids that 
helped with the feeding and cleaning.  
 
We also had many baby magpies come in this year, many of which were very young and required heat 
sources still. thankfully we had access to a pair of unreleasable magpies that were able to raise 
approximately a dozen babies. We also had an odd year with timing of different species breeding. 
Rainbow lorikeets started breeding very late in the season which made is tricky when they weren't 
quite ready to go out into the cold. We also had a much larger season for galahs I than our 
experienced covers have in seen recent years.  
 
 
We had many young babies as well as struggling fledglings come into care 
and had to wait longer before being released due to poor weather. Our 
volunteers did a great job putting in the time and hard work to raise 
hundreds of babies and nurse many adults back to health after illness and 
injuries.  
 
 Part of rescuing wild birds is unfortunately also receiving domestic birds 
that have been lost or “released”. When birds are sick it is often difficult to 
tell whether they are friendly or just lethargic so as we nurse them back to 
health, we occasionally end up with pet birds in our care. We always do 
our best to return these birds back to their original home, however it is often not possible, and we 
have to make the decision to rehome them. 
 
Two of our members realised that there was a need for a service that rehomes birds after observing 
this and have created Treehouse Adoptions, a web-based service that matches out birds to the best 
fitting families. This is run seperate to SANAR but helps support some of our bird carer who end up 
with unreleasable domesticated birds filling up their aviaries and cages. 
 
 



Yellow Footed Antechinus 
In late October 2023, SANAR received a phone call from a member of the 
public. They thought that they had found 9 baby possums while clearing 
some of their land around their house. Charlotte, one of our possum carers 
spoke with the homeowner and requested some pictures. 

 

She advised that they were some kind of mouse/rat but was unsure and contacted Dina and sent the 
photos. After much discussion, it was decided to pick up this litter of tiny mice/rats and investigate 
further. 

A lot of Google and YouTube was involved, and finally, the conclusion was that these little animals 
seemed to be Yellow Footed Antechinus. 

As there were 9, it was a case of divide and feed. Dina took 4 and Charlotte took 5, they were all 5g 
and needed to be fed every 5hrs. Dina was lucky enough to have them identified by Anne Fowler who 
advised that they needed to be fed on Kangaroo <0.7 (higher fat content). 

Unfortunately, 2 passed away, as they go into a torpor from stress 
and stop breathing. However, the 7 that survived, 3 females and 
4males, thrived. Charlotte took in the 4 males and Jill took the 3 
females. They were housed in an incubator as they couldn’t heat 
regulate and quickly grew to 14g. 

During that time their facial and body characteristics changed, and 
they clearly started to look like little Antechinus. 

Charlotte went in search of a vivarium to house them in until release 
and was fortunate to have a large vivarium donated to SANAR from 
Marine Plus Aquariums at Lonsdale. 

Once the viviarium was set up with leaf litter and a tree hollow and 
small bird box, the 7 antechinus were reunited and put into their 
new home. The females immediately setup home in the bird box and 
the males happily took the tree hollow. Long pieces of bark and some small branches with leaves and 
flowers were put in. The antechinus love to explore and climb. 

 

They were on a varied diet, including kangaroo milk formula, 
mealworms, crickets (which they enjoy searching for). Earthworms 
and some occasional bird seed. 

It was interesting to see how constantly active they were and watch 
their unique behaviours. When fresh bark was put into the vivarium, 
the males would frantically go about marking the territory and take 
time to explore every new piece of bark and branches. 

Our Yellow Footed Antichenus were ready for release in mid-
December 2023. We contacted the owners of the property at Willunga 
to organise a day for release. It was decided that a day in the last week 
of December 2023 would be ideal. 



It was a process to get all 7 into their log and box that they had been 
using in the vivarium. Making sure that they were all secure and not 
able to get out during transport.  

Charlotte, Jill and Dina met the owners of the property and they 
kindly loaded up their ladder, and other supplies into their 4WD and 
took them to the location where they were originally found.  

There, next to the original tree, which had been taken down as it was 
just dead wood, was a beautiful tree with a massive hollow down 
the middle of it. They took the ladder and had a look, it was perfect. 

The box went in first and then the log was placed on top inside the 
tree hollow. Almost immediately, the male antechinus came out of 
the log to explore.  

Everyone was ecstatic; this was what Charlotte, Jill and Dina were hoping for.  

To their absolute delight, one of the males appeared in the gap of the hollow outside, then another one 
followed. They ran up and down the long entrance to their new home and explored. 

A water container was left at the bottom of the tree and the property owners children offered to come 
and refill and check on the antechinuses. 

With thanks to the property owners for allowing our SANAR carers to return these gorgeous, 
inquisitive, vulnerable species back to their home. 

 

INTERESTING FACTS: 

Antechinus are Marsupials.  

They are a Protected Species  

Their back feet have a thumb (like the rat) however, have no claw on this thumb. 

Breeding season is once a year in August/September. When the males have matured at roughly 
10mths to a year, during breeding season they spend approximately 2 weeks visiting any females in 
their territory. They frantically spend that 2weeks breeding, then the males die from exhaustion. The 
females will generally live for 2 breeding seasons. 

The females have tiny pouches, and the joeys hang from her teats outside of the pouch, they look like 
she is carrying tiny jellybeans on her belly.  

Once they are too big to carry, the female makes a leaf nest in a tree hollow and leaves the joeys there. 
She then moves to a communal nest that is shared with other females and regularly returns to feed to 
her joeys. The females will have 2-3 nests in the area to choose from and will move their joeys from 
one nest to another if they feel threatened. Females will return to these nests every season. When the 
joeys are weaned, they start to come out of the nest and forage for insects. 



NATIVE BUSH RATS 

 
At the end of last year, SANAR received five 
native bush rats. Initially, they were difficult to 
identify, but after extensive research, we 
confirmed they were native bush rats, not the 

non-native black or brown rats. We learned a great deal about them and enjoyed the 
process of caring for and rehabilitating them back into the wild. 
 
Native bush rats are much shyer than non-native rats. They avoid humans and noise, 
preferring to shelter in dense understory. They create short burrows under logs and 
rocks, lining their nests with grass, and make several tunnels for escape routes. These 
rats have not been found in urban areas for many years. 
 
One of the biggest threats to native bush rats is predation by introduced foxes and cats. 
Evidence suggests that fires can increase predation of native bush rats by removing the 
undergrowth they typically use for hiding. 
 
The best way to distinguish between a native bush rat and an 
introduced black rat is by examining the tail and body length. 
Native bush rats have tails that are shorter than or equal to 
their body length and have rounded ears. In contrast, 
introduced rats have tails that are longer than their body length 
with little hair on them. 
 
Bush rats are rarely seen because they live in dense habitats 
and have a shy, solitary nature. They are territorial, but during spring and summer, they 
travel great distances to forage and mate, with males covering up to a kilometre each 
night. 
 
Feeding and diet 

The native bush rat is an omnivore, feeding on fungi, grasses, fruits, seeds, and insects. 
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S.A. Native Animal Rescue (SANAR) Inc 

Financial Report 

01/07/2023 – 30/06/2024 

Profit and Loss Statement 

 

Income 

o General Income                       782.02 
o Donations and Grants                    6460.67 
o Bunnings Sausage Sizzle     4467.97 
o Membership       1935.33 
o Miscellaneous                        933.50 
 

        Total Income               $ 14,579.49 
 

Expenditure 
 

o Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Goods    1592.71 
o Miscellaneous                     3238.32 

         Total Expenditure                $ 4,831.03 

 

         Gross Profit                  $ 9,748.46 

 

  Operating Expenditure 

o Insurance         1293.37 
o Equipment        1840.82 
o Food Supply        1367.65 
o Bank Fees and Charges                39.32 
o IT and Internet              279.70 
o Telephone               299.40 
o Postage              196.00 
o Office Supplies             184.24 
o Merchandise           588.95 

           Total Operating Expenditure                              $ 6,138.90 

 

            Total Net Profit / Expenditure                 $ 3,609.56 
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S.A. Native Animal Rescue (SANAR) Inc 

Financial Report 

01/07/2023 – 30/06/2024 

Balance Sheet 

 

Current Assets 

o General Bank Account        10542.50 
o Bank Account                  54.92 

               Total Bank Accounts                             $ 10,598.05 

 

                Total Current Assets                   $ 10,598.05 

 

Current Liabilities 

o Suspense              - 139.00 
o Unearned Revenue                  25.00 

                Total Current Liabilities                       - $ 114.00 

 

 Current Equities 

o Current Year Earnings            3609.56 
o Retained Earnings             7102.49 

                Total Current Equities                   $ 10,712.05 

 

 

  Total Current Liabilities and Equities                 $ 10,598.05  

 

 

 



Thank you Scott Piper 
of Adelaide Business 
Bureaux, for providing 
all our Printing needs 

Thank you  

so much to our kind 
supporters for your  

generosity  

 

Thank you for the many 

donations  received from 

members of the public;  


